
Report on Fawkham C.E. Primary 2020/21 
for the Parish Council AGM – 1st June 2021 

I am pleased to report on another active year for the school, where we have continued to make 
the most of our premises and buildings to the benefit of the children and parents and through a 
very challenging period of time with the pandemic.  

The school remains very popular, with many families from outside the village of Fawkham wishing 
to send their children to us. As demand for places (sixty-six applications for fifteen places) is so 
very high; we have clear admissions criteria that mirror that of KCC. Due to their close proximity 
to the school most families living in Fawkham who apply for school places here, are given them. 

We have also had many requests, within year, to admit children in other year groups. We are full 
in all but two year groups and so have had to disappoint many families. 

Throughout the year we have worked closely with our local schools to engage in staff 
development and projects to ultimately raise standards in all of our schools. We continue to work 
closely with New Ash Green Primary and West Kingsdown CE Primary in a Soft Federation, 
working together to achieve maximum impact on the learning of the children in all three schools.  
In addition we continue to work closely with Our Lady of Hartley Primary, Hartley Primary 
Academy, Langafel CE Primary, Sedleys CE Primary, Bean Primary, Darenth Primary, Longfield 
Academy and  Milestone Academy. 

Our new school website is due to go online on 1st September, in the meantime our current 
website is always being updated with all of our school news, do take a look, see:- 

http://www.fawkham.kent.sch.uk/index.html 

In our ‘Noticeboard’ section we share our newsletters and information about school activities, in 
our ‘School Life’ section there are photo galleries show all of our exciting events our ‘Memories of 
Fawkham’ section that includes past villagers writing about their experiences at our school and 
our log book histories being copied for everyone to read about our great history. 

1. What have been the biggest challenges you faced during the pandemic? 
Ensuring continuity of education in very difficult circumstances. 
Engaging with and working with parents to ensure children’s education during school 
closures has been to a very high standard. 
Supporting my staff and ensuring their levels of well- being are high as they have worked 
throughout the whole period of the pandemic. 
When children have returned to school after each lockdown, ensuring that they feel safe 
and happy as they reintegrate. 
Supporting children who have been most affected by the lockdowns and not being in 
school.  

2. What has been the most positive aspects to have come from the pandemic? 
Parents are even more supportive of the work that we do to educate their children to an 
extremely high standard. 
Some ways of working that we have introduced as control measures are going to be 
permanent fixtures of our school – for example the morning drop off being operated as a 
roundabout on our premises speeds the drop off time and parents love it, also children 
wearing PE kits to school on PE days which means maximum learning time in their PE 
lessons. 
Staff are highly trained and able to teach using online remote packages – children had 
live lessons every day for their full day of education during the spring lockdown. 
During the first lockdown last March during the whole of the summer terms all staff 
benefitted from extensive CPD opportunities which in turn impacts positively on the 
education that we give our children. 
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The whole sense of community which has always been great here at Fawkham is now 
tremendous with all stakeholders being supportive of each other and working together to 
navigate our way through the last fourteen months. 

3. What do you feel are your biggest achievements over the past year?  
I am pleased to report that due to the sheer hard work and dedication of my staff that the 
children’s education has continued to be of an extremely high standard. 
We are very proud indeed with the numerous and exciting things that we have done to 
constantly support the children and their families throughout the pandemic such as 
weekly staff newsletters to the children last summer, sharing all of our plans and 
constantly informing parents of updates, including signposting families to sources of 
support, pandemic superheroes to name but a few. 
Online lessons offering a full curriculum full time every day of the spring lockdown. 

4. What are your key priorities for the next 12 months? 
Foremost to support the children as we hopefully move towards a more ‘normal’ situation 
at school with all the wonderful extra-curricula activities that make our school special. 
To ensure accelerated learning for the children who found the pandemic and lockdown 
learning challenging. 

5. What issues / concerns should we be aware of in the next 12 months 
We have no real issues or concerns. 

In conclusion we have dedicated; high performing staff, an effective governing body, supportive 
parents and enthusiastic well behaved children as well as a healthy budget. As I always report, 
although school funding for the next few years may present the school with a number of 
challenges, the school I believe has a very firm future ahead at the heart of the village of 
Fawkham. 

Kind regards, 

Miss Mandy Bridges (Headteacher)     
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