
PARISH IN BLOOM 

Introduction to Fawkham 
Fawkham is in North West Kent, within Sevenoaks District, close to junction 3 of the M25. 
Fawkham is a rural parish with some 220 homes and a population of less than 500 people; 
the average length of time people have lived here is 24 years, and over 1 in 12 has been 
here for over 50 years. The village’s main road winds some three miles down a 
picturesque dry chalk valley, the sides of which are home to several small areas of 
woodland. 

The village has no discernible village centre, although clusters of buildings occur around 
the small green with an inn, and near the a 12th century church. Fawkham has a village 
hall, farms, two primary schools, livery yards, a golf course and a large hotel with a spa. 
There are no allotments nor a park, although we have Churchdown Woods, a Local 
Wildlife Site, and Saxten and Cages Wood, managed by the Woodland Trust. 

This entry for Parish in Bloom has been complied by Fawkham Parish Council. We are a 
small council with five members (one currently vacant) and a Clerk who works 8 hours a 
week.

We asked villagers for three words to describe Fawkham: the most popular words were 
peaceful, rural and quiet, followed by friendly, beautiful, countryside, green and 
picturesque.

Assessment against each criterion 
Community Involvement - what we have done 

-  In 2019 Fawkham Parish Council (FPC) conducted a survey to help build a better 
understanding of our community. The results provided a clear idea of what villagers see 
as the main benefits of living in Fawkham, as well as the drawbacks, and suggestions 
for improvement. The insights from the survey led to action areas for the Parish Council, 
and resulted in many actions being taken and planned. One area of focus is to build a 
greater sense of community, and entering Parish in Bloom is one step FPC has taken to 
help achieve this.

- We have set up a Fawkham Community Group on Facebook, which has over 300 
members. This is used to promote Parish in Bloom, by posting information and sharing 
photos of what people have done. We also have a new website launched earlier in July 
which contains a great deal of information about the village and community life here, 
including a Parish in Bloom section, which can be seen here: https://fawkhampc.org.uk/
parish-in-bloom/.

- The Annual Parish Meeting sadly could not take place this May; instead we used our 
website to share the reports which would have been presented (https://
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fawkhampc.org.uk/annual-parish-meeting/) and asked villagers to send in any 
questions, issues or comments by email.

- Once restrictions are lifted, we plan to engage with both of the schools in the village, as 
both have forest schools, with gardening and wildlife areas. 

- We have been working with our churchwarden on a plan to build a set of compost bins 
in the churchyard, using pallets sourced from a local equestrian business. However, this 
has had to be put on hold until restrictions are lifted.

- Many people commented in our survey that they enjoy walking the 
footpaths around the village, although some said they did not know 
where the best routes are. So we thought it would be a good idea to 
hold seasonal walks around the village. The first one was held earlier 
just before lockdown started, when around 17 villagers - and 7 dogs - 
walked a circular route from the church that took in Churchdown 
Woods, a Local Wildlife Site. The route has been added to our new 
website. More walks will follow once restrictions are lifted.


- Although we were unable to go ahead with some community planting 
ideas we had, we came up with some different ideas of what we could 
do under lockdown restrictions. These were:
- A sunflower completion - please see Appendix 1.
- A “Fawkham Rocks” initiative to encourage people to explore the village’s footpaths, 

woods and green spaces on their daily exercise during lockdown. This began when 
our Clerk entertained her young sons by painting rocks with them. These were hidden 
in the church meadow for others to find, and it snowballed from there! Within a couple 
of months, well over one hundred rocks had been painted and hidden in woods, on 
stiles, besides footpaths, on benches, by gates and on trees. People of all ages enjoy 
painting them and discovering them on their daily walks around the village, with many 
posting their finds on the Fawkham Community Facebook Group. For VE Day’s 75th 
anniversary in May, a rock painting competition was held, with our newly-installed 
Priest-in-Charge judging the entries. The talented winners received a certificate and a 
prize from FPC. We also have Fawky the snake and The Hungry Caterpillar aka Colin 
whose bodies are growing as people add stones to them. More information can be 
found here: http://fawkham.nwclients.co.uk/fawkham-rocks/.

https://fawkhampc.org.uk/annual-parish-meeting/
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- Sharing photos of people litter picking during their daily 
exercise.

Environmental Responsibility


- Led by the Parish Council, we have a small team of 
volunteers that comprise our cleaning team. Activities 
have included restraining the benches on the village 
green, maintaining pathways and cleaning road signs and 
post boxes.


Before After    Before      After

- The PC closely monitors planning applications which may be detrimental to the 
character of the village, and is closely monitoring progress with the new Local Plan. As 
an example, FPC pushed for the landscaping plans for a new hedge around a new built 
house to be amended to include mixed indigenous species, rather than the proposed 
monoculture, and this was agreed by the District Council. FPC is also looking into 
applying for Listed Building status for a Victorian manor house which, until last year, had 
been in use as a hospital, to protect this well-known heritage building.

- Fawkham has several areas of Ancient Woodland and the PC is vigilant in protecting 
these. We also have some woods that were purchased some years ago by village fund- 
raising activities and passed to the Woodland Trust for management, and another wood 
which is a designated Local Wildlife Site. Villagers enjoy walking the footpaths through 
these woods, and further groups walks are planned for when the current restrictions are 
lifted.

- There is a small green triangle between two side roads which has been damaged by 
HGVs driving over it. We have contacted adjacent the hotel to which the HGVs are 
delivering, and, once restrictions are lifted we plan to restore this by reseeding with wild 
flowers and installing a village sign to try to prevent it being damaged again.

- As mentioned before, we are working with the church regarding set of compost bins for 
the green water from the churchyard, and it is planned that the compost produced will 
be available to all.



- Fawkham has two village signs, one on the village’s small green and the other on a 
small green at a road junction. FPC planted daffodil and tulip bulbs around both signs in 
the autumn of 2019. 

- In total, we planted over 500 bulbs, which were also planted beside benches on the
village green and in the churchyard.

- We also replaced the lights in the Christmas tree on the village green (which can be 
seen in the background go the photo above), as it had outgrown the previous set.

- We have made various posts to  the Facebook group to encourage people to make bird 
boxes, hedgehog homes and  bug hotels, with two bug hotels created during lockdown - 
please see: https://www.facebook.com/groups/667188993676293/?
post_id=1025859057809283. 

- Graffiti is extremely rare, however, one of the new village signs was “tagged” but this 
was removed by a member of the community within 12 hours.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/667188993676293/?post_id=1025859057809283
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- A dog waste bin is provided in the church car park by FPC. Two reports of areas where 
people were not picking up after their dogs have been investigated and in one case, 
further signs were purchased.

- Fly tipping is, unfortunately, a fairly frequent consequence of being close to major 
motorways and A roads. When it occurs it is promptly reported by PC members, and 
residents are also encouraged to do this by a link on the website, which has also been 
publicised on the village’s Facebook group. We are in the process of forming a Fly 
Tipping Action Group to see what further can be done.

- Fly-posting is rare, but the cleaning team have removed circus flyers etc from posts and 
poles as part of the clean up operation.

- Litter-picking is difficult for volunteers to undertake, as the road through the village has 
no footway for most of its length, and is used as a cut-through. The Parish Council 
requested of the District Council that a litter-picking team be sent and, after several 
follow up requests, an initial litter pick was undertaken. This needs to be repeated on a 
six-monthly basis and the PC will monitor and chase for this is happen.

Maintenance - Gardening, Horticulture & Tree Maintenance, 
Street Furniture 
- We held a children’s Sunflower competition during lockdown - please Appendix 1 for full 

details.
- One of our houses opens under the NGS Open Garden Scheme for snowdrop displays - 

please see Appendix 2 for details of this.
- Other residents have created wildlife friendly gardens, with some previously receiving 

awards from Kent Wildlife Trust.
- Our village inn, the Rising Sun, always has abundant window boxes in the summer, 

which make a beautiful backdrop to the village green. 

- We have promoted a “Seedling Exchange” on the Facebook Group, whereby people 
offer spare seedlings to other villagers. 

- We asked villagers to post pictures on Facebook of blossom trees in their gardens 
under the heading “Parish in Blossom” and photos of their gardens in bloom for others 



to see, as a way to get involved in Parish in Bloom during lockdown: https://
www.facebook.com/groups/667188993676293/?post_id=1027042727690916

- As mentioned before, we have a cleaning team of volunteers who clean road signs, post 
boxes and have refurbished the benches on the village green.

- As part of our actions to build a greater sense of community, FPC funded the purchase 
and installation in January 2020 of two new village 
“gateways”, one at each end of the village. We 
planted daffodils bulbs for spring flowers, and 
drought-resistant summer perennials, and 
maintain these areas ourselves. 

- We have plans to fund the repainting of the wrought-iron gate, fence and bollards at the 
entrance to the churchyard, once restrictions allow for this to be undertaken by a group 
of community volunteers.

- Our village war memorial was listed this year, and the planting around it is maintained 
by a volunteer who lives nearby. 

- To commemorate VE Day 75 in May, we purchased and planted a Kentish Filbert tree in 
the churchyard. 

- A District Councillor had secured some tree saplings from the Woodland Trust for a 
community planting scheme in a different part of her ward but sadly this could not go 
ahead. However, some of the saplings were presented to those in Fawkham who had 

OUR TWO NEW VILLAGE GATEWAYS WITH PLANTING

https://www.facebook.com/groups/667188993676293/?post_id=1027042727690916
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volunteered for a Covid 19 Volunteer scheme, which FPC had set up at the start of the 
crisis, as a token of thanks.

- Our village green has three oak trees which were planted by the PC in 1988, plus a 
conifer used as our Christmas tree. These are inspected regularly by a tree surgeon to 
ensure they remain safe.

- FPC pays for the grass on the village green and Baldwins Green to be cut and 
maintained.

We hope you enjoyed reading through our submission for our first Parish in Bloom entry. 
We hope to enter again next year when we will continue to work on what we have been 
able to start so far and, we hope, be able to undertake more projects with the help of 
volunteers from our community and welcome an assessor in person to our parish.

TREE PLANTED TO COMMEMORATE VE DAY



Appendix 1: Sunflower Competition 

In April, during the early days of the lockdown and as part of Parish in Bloom, we invited 
children in Fawkham to grow a sunflower and see how tall they grow. We placed 
cardboard boxes with supplies in two locations in the village, with the following message: 

“Please take a sunflower seed from the pot and a label to write your name one, plus a pot 
and a cloche if you don't have one at home. 
It would be great if you could post some photos of the sunflower seed being planted and 
then the plant as it grows - it should start sprouting in a week. 
There are some instructions here: https://www.gardenersworld.com/how-to/grow-plants/
how-to-grow-sunflowers-from-seed/ 

Looking forward to seeing the flowers grow!  Fawkham Parish Council.”


This proved popular, with all 24 seeds being taken and planted. Photos were posted onto 
Facebook of children collecting and planting their seeds, and of the plants as they grow. 
Some of these can be seen via these links:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/667188993676293/?post_id=1025800121148510
https://www.facebook.com/groups/667188993676293/?post_id=1038135089915013
https://www.facebook.com/groups/667188993676293/?post_id=1025875777807611
https://www.facebook.com/groups/667188993676293/?post_id=1025868371141685
https://www.facebook.com/groups/667188993676293/?post_id=1026538177741371
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/667188993676293/?post_id=1025868371141685
https://www.facebook.com/groups/667188993676293/?post_id=1026538177741371


https://www.facebook.com/photo/?
fbid=10157555874436483&set=pcb.1091282817933573

Some Facebook comments: 

“Another beautiful rock found, sunflower seed planted and a rainbow giraffe made! 
We  Fawkham! Feeling grateful to be a part of this lovely community.”

"We had a lovely walk down to the green. Archie enjoyed choosing his sunflower seed & 
pot ready for the competition.”

“Thank you Fawkham! Ella’s sunflower planted ready for parish in bloom”

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10157555874436483&set=pcb.1091282817933573
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Appendix 2: The Old Rectory, Valley Road, Fawkham - Karin 
and Christopher Proudfoot 

In February 2020 over 130 people visited the garden, raising money for charity as part of 
the National Garden Open Scheme.


1½ acres with impressive display of long-established naturalised snowdrops and winter 
aconites; over 100 named snowdrops added more recently. The garden has developed 
around the snowdrops over 30 years, including hellebores, pulmonarias and other early 
bulbs and flowers, with foliage perennials, shrubs and trees, also natural woodland.


“The spring bulbs, snowdrops and aconites in particular, were the only garden features of 
note when we bought the house in 1983 – they were even mentioned in the estate agent's 
particulars. Presumably planted long ago by a galanthophile rector, they have dictated the 
subsequent layout of the garden, which originally consisted of little more than grass with 
a few shrubs and trees. Consequently, the snowdrops are not only naturalised in the 
grass, but also grow throughout most of the borders, and clumps of the bulbs come up 
wherever you dig. These are always split and replanted, thus increasing their distribution 
round the garden. The naturalised snowdrops are a mixture of single and double-flowered 
Galanthus nivalis, but as my interest in them has developed, over 100 named varieties 
have been added over the past decade. There is also an area of natural woodland (not 
open) with more snowdrops, but this is left largely to wildlife: badgers, foxes and, 
unfortunately, rabbits”, Karin Proudfoot


Press and Media Coverage includes: The Telegraph Feb 2020, The English Garden 
magazine Jan 2019, also January Garden in A Year in The English Garden 2019.
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