
Maxine Fothergill – District Councillors annual report 
Fawkham and West Kingsdown Ward 
  
Firstly I would again, sincerely like to thank all residents for providing your 
trust and faith in me, by electing me as your ward councillor from May 2019 
to May 2023. It has been a very interesting year to date, after originally 
coming from the Bexley area, where I had formally been a Borough 
Councillor for 8 years.      
  
In a London Borough, decisions are made by the main administration and 
also directly funded. However, here in Sevenoaks District Council we are a 3 
tier system with KCC as the overarching Council, having the majority of 
funding for all major items, then SDC who deal with all local issues including 
weekly refuse collections and then of course, the Parish Councils, which is 
where all the local work really does take place and rightly so, as the Parish 
Council has the full and in-depth understanding of the needs of our local 
residents.    
  
As many of you will know, I got very involved when the proposed 
development plans were announced and after coming to live in the beautiful 
village of Fawkham; surrounded by acres of green belt and ancient 
woodland, with only 221 homes and less than 500 residents, the last thing I 
wanted to see was the desecration of our quaint little hamlet and hence why 
I stood to represent you at last year’s local elections.   
  
This past year has been very interesting. I personally had attended 
practically every West Kingsdown Parish Council meeting in my District 
Councillor capacity, to ensure I am fully aware of all local issues and being a 
member of Fawkham Parish Council, I have naturally attended the majority of 
meetings, (with the exception of one meeting when I was on a sponsored 
charity sleep out on behalf of Centrepoint, where I am delighted to advise, I 
raised over £900 for homeless young people, in order to help them get a roof 
over their heads and rebuild their lives). I am a member of a number of 
committees at SDC in order to put forward and represent local views from 
our ward and recently I have been involved in the climate change agenda.    
  
As a District Councillor my work during the past year has been quite wide 
ranging, from having to comment on ongoing planning applications to 
requests for street trees, which I was successful in obtaining.  Then dealing 
with requests for help and advice for residents in al the district.  One such 
case was for West Kingsdown,  where I got involved with very worrying anti-
social behaviour, which involved liaising with the local police inspector and a 
number of other partners, in order to deal with the issues, which resulted in a 
successful outcome.   



  
One area which was a current concern to many of our residents in Fawkham 
is the former Fawkham Manor Hospital, following on reports that the 
property had been advertised on www.spareroom.co.uk on a guardianship 
basis, without consultation.  I was able to contact the council's head of 
planning and the owners straight away, regarding this.  I am very pleased to 
report the advert was been removed and the council's enforcement officer is 
looking into why this was permitted. I am also in contact with the long 
leaseholders, who have advised me they will look into why this has 
happened and will provide me with an update regarding this Grade 
2 listed building, as soon as possible.         
  
For now, the terrible situation we are all facing, with the country in lock down 
from Covid 19, where my aim as your local district councillor, is to provide 
any support and help I can as a volunteer to assist any vulnerable resident 
and anyone less able, that needs extra help and/or support during this 
period. 
  
In the next 12 months, I intend to continue to work hard to ensure I support 
each and every resident and actively encourage residents to contact me 
directly via my council email, if you require any support, help or advice. This 
also includes any concerns in regards to local planning issues or 
applications.  
  
Please stay safe and feel free to contact me at any time if you have any 
worries or concerns that I could potentially help you with. 
  
Kindest Regards 
  
Cllr Maxine Fothergill 
Fawkham and West Kingsdown Ward 
Email cllr.fothergill@sevenoaks.gov.uk 
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