
Extracts from FPC Minutes 1935 onwards 

The first Parish Council Meeting 
The first Fawkham Parish Council meeting was held on 11th March 1935 in the old village 
hall. Present were Sir Thomas B Hohler of Fawkham Manor, Rev J Trevor Matchett, 
Messers Hales, Jones, Green, Earl, Stevens, Bailey, Cawood and Froggatt, Mrs Green 
and Miss Hilbert (who was the village school’s headteacher). 


The first Council comprised: 

Sir Thomas B Hohler - Chairman

Arthur Cawood

Ernest Hale

William Hollands

Horace Jones


Mr A Williams was the first Clerk, with a salary of £3 per annum.


The estimated expenditure for 1936/7 was £7.


The first entry in the Minutes says “that although it was not their wish to have a Parish 
Council, they were forced to do so.”


Also on the first Minutes is a request for a speed limit of 30 miles per hour between the 
Church and the Green - which has been raised many times since - and the nuisance 
caused by the “Dirt Track” - this later became known as Brands Hatch Race circuit.


Wartime Minutes 
• A meeting was held by the Air Raid Precaution Officer in November 1939, at which two 

ladies were elected Intelligence Officers. A Parish Councillor stated he thought two 
men, not members of the Council, should be elected as “it did not seem to be a job for 
ladies”.


• In 1938 the Air Raid Precautions Scheme was in its early days and the new officer 
attended the Parish Council meeting, looking for volunteer wardens. One Councillor 
stated that now we had a “big air force, he was fully satisfied that no nation would dare 
to attack Britain” and that is why he would not volunteer, as he felt ARP was 
unnecessary. The ARP officer replied that he would like Fawkham to have 50 trained 
volunteers.


• The gas masks for this area were stored in 1938 at Darenth. If an emergency arose they 
would be assembled by 32 trained people, 30 vehicles would deliver them to the 
various wardens, who would then distribute them to the people who were under their 
charge.




• Later in 1938 it was suggested that London children would be billeted in Fawkham, 
although the Council thought this was “Ridiculous, in as much as this district must be 
considered a danger area in wartime”. 


• In July 1939, the Council was asked what accommodation was available for the 
education of children who would be sent to Fawkham from other districts in the event 
of war. The accompanying form was duly returned along with a letter from the 
Chairman suggesting “boys assisted in various ways in the lighter forms of agricultural 
work, and the girls in the housework of hostesses, helping the local Red Cross 
detachments, etc.”


• There were discussions regarding the digging of trenches in the village, and the 
Council’s view was that “there would be little use in, or practicality of, constructing 
trenches”. It was thought a trench could be dug at Castle Hill and another at Fawkham 
Green although “elderly people could hardly be expected to go into a trench on a 
winter’s night”.


• In 1940, plans were made for the Cubs to collect waste paper, for a salvage scheme for 
old iron and tin - although this was given up as no place could be found to store them, 
and for a National Savings Group to be set up, with the Guides distributing leaflets 
about it. In the first year, the National Savings Group collected £392.3.1, from 125 
members.


• A Salvage Day was discussed in July 1942 for which two Salvage Stewards were 
appointed. Iron, tins, jars, bottles, bones, books, glass, paper and sacking were all 
appealed for and it was hoped a loud speaker on a van would visit the day before.


• 1942 also saw discussion of plans in the event of the village being entirely cut off by 
invasion. Emergency food supplies were to be provided. Wells for water were very 
scarce which caused concern. The baker said he always had three weeks flour in store 
but yeast supply was difficult. Potatoes were plentiful, so there was no worry about 
them. Arrangements for temporary burial of the dead and registration of births and 
deaths were discussed. Care of the the sick would be undertaken in Lady Shaw’s 
house.


• In September 1944, it was reported that the village school had been damaged by flying 
bombs and Sir Thomas Hohler had lent his workmen to ensure repairs were executed 
promptly. 


• A complaint was made by the Parish Council about a cesspool lorry emptying its load 
into the pit by the school. These deposits were being made on behalf of the War Office 
in connection with the Troops in this area. It was stated that “the unpleasant deposit had 
brought wasps and then rats and that this was most unhealthy for the schoolchildren next 
door”.


• In October 1946 it was agreed that the name of the one war loss would be added to the War 
Memorial on the green.


• In July 1946 it was reported that the council had cleared some of the bomb debris in Fawkham. 
In April 1948, the remaining untidy bomb site was causing concern and the owner was asked to  
clear it. The bomb site was still causing concern in September 1949.




Road names 

• The lane from Hartley Green to Fawkham Bottom Road was being called by various 
names, and Parish Councils were asked to suggest an official name. Hartley PC 
suggested “Castle Hill” and this was agreed, with a comment made that it had been 
known by that name many years before. January 1938.


• Manor Lane was called Woodsall Lane until the 1960s.


• What is now Steephill was referred to as “the tiny road” at the bottom of Castle Hill. 


• In 1949, it was noted that the road from Fawkham to Longfield was officially named 
Fawkham Bottom Road.


• In 1963 the lane near Brands Hatch was named Scratchers Lane.


• Gallows Wood - the part of Fawkham Road cut off by the M20 was given the name 
Gallows Wood in 1978.


• Gabriel Spring Road - this was named in 1970 “after enquiring among the older 
members of the village”. It takes its name from Gabriels, a 17th Century house on Sun 
Hill.


Fairview Cottages 

• In August 1945 the Rector commented that the insides of Fairview Cottages were 
“deplorable” and that he would speak to the Rector of West Kingsdown on this, as the 
owner of the houses attended Kingsdown Church.


• Until after the Second World War, the cottages here were part of West Kingsdown 
Parish and not Fawkham. The 70 or so people who lived in them wished to become part 
of Fawkham “for the sake of convenience” and said that they “supported Fawkham in 
everything”. This was progressed, with the agreement of West Kingsdown and Kent 
County Council, and, following a discussion at the Annual Parish Meeting in January 
1947, the 14 cottages became part of Fawkham.


Small Grains 
• Early in 1952 it was noted that work was to begin on building 12 new houses opposite 

Fairview. They would be “a little smaller than originally planned”. Construction was 
expected to take about six months. At the time, there were 13 families on the Fawkham 
housing list. 


• The Minutes state “It was agreed that it was a good site for the houses as it would help 
keep the village together and that there were no suitable places along valley road”. 


• The Parish Council suggested “that the old field title of Small Grains be perpetuated as 
the name of the new road”.




• The first two houses were occupied by January 1953, and each new resident was 
visited by members of the Council.


• Two “old people’s dwellings” were planned in 1962, when car park for council tenants 
at Small Grains was also provided. The building of these was delayed as there were no 
available bricklayers during 1964.


Traffic volume and speeding along Valley Road 
• The problem of “enormous lorries” using the road is first mentioned in July 1935.


• Dangerous Driving - in 1935 Mrs Scudder said that the Land Army lorry which passed 
through Fawkham daily was a public danger and all present unanimously agreed. The 
Clerk was asked write to the War Agricultural Committee at Maidstone.


• In the 1930s, in response to complaints about traffic volumes from the motor cycle 
track, it was suggested that 30mph limit signs were put up, but it was pointed out that 
the bottom road (now Valley Road) was not classed as a built up area, and so this could 
not be done.


• The Police informed the Council that when there is a race meeting [at Brands Hatch] 
there are about 5,000 vehicles to deal with and it was simply not possible to set traps 
along the road, but the Police would do all they possibly can to prevent the traffic from 
being a nuisance. [April 1938]


• In 1952, after the complaint about the speed of traffic on Valley Rd at the Parish 
Meeting, the question of a speed limit would be brought up at the meeting of 
Pedestrian Crossing Places and Speed Limits Committee in June.


• The danger of turning out from Speedgate Hill onto Valley Road was also raised and it 
was felt a mirror there would help. The District Surveyor was contacted for advice, who 
advised that mirrors were no longer approved.


• An Extraordinary Meeting was held in July 1952 with the County Surveyor and the Rural 
District Surveyor to discuss the dangers of Valley Road. It was agreed that the worst 
danger was from the school to the village green owing to the winding nature of the 
road, its narrowness and the presence of 12 tree stumps. Mr Billings offered KCC land 
inside his field for a tarmac path.


Bus and Train Services 
• In 1949 it was noted that “the local bus services, it was unanimously agreed, did not 

provide for the local housewife’s needs”. There was no provision for a return after the 1 
o’clock bus to Gravesend. The issue of the need for improved hours continued to be 
raised until a 2:43 return service, arriving at the green at 3:22, was introduced late in 
1952.


• In 1951 the Council received a complaint that the bus fare from Cross House to 
Longfield was too much, at 3d.




• Also in 1951, British Railways advised that the service from Farningham Rd to 
Gravesend West would be withdrawn. This was not opposed as the route was served 
by several buses.


• In 1958, the 492 bus service was withdrawn and “disgust” was expressed “that a 
village in the London Transport Area shouldn’t be served by public conveyance”. A 
letter was written to the Minister of Transport, who replied that he could not intervene. It 
was then proposed that a service of two journeys be requested: to and from Gravesend 
on one day a week; or one service each way on two days, preferably Tuesdays and 
Fridays. Further efforts to return a bus service continued in 1960 and 1961, and again in 
1985.


• In 1960, the name of Fawkham Station was changed to Longfield Station, and the 
Council agreed this was the most suitable name.


• In 1962 a Dr Heffernan received a licence to operate minibus.


The Festival of Britain in 1951 
• It was agreed that the ancient ceremony of the beating of the bounds would be held at 

Rogation-tide and an oak tree planted in a suitable place. However, the beating of the 
bounds was later cancelled as it was felt too many crops would be spoiled.


• At the Parish Meeting it was suggested that a history of Fawkham be written, and the 
Mr Frank Proudfoot be approached and asked to help in February. The proof of the 
book, “The Story of a Kentish Village”, was ready by November, and 1000 copies of the 
book went on sale early in 1952.


Other snippets ofHe includes gents toilet 5(g) which is a 
cupboard for the cold water tank. If we go with an unvented 
system my understanding is that would be straight from the 
mains, so we don’t need the water tank so won’t need the 
cupboard. Assume we’d want the cold water tank removed 
instead. interest 
• A Parish Meeting was held in 1936 about the proposed supply of electricity to the 

village, when a comment was made about poles being put up that would “spoil 
Fawkham’s old-world charm.”


• Twining with New Zealand - the possibility of twinning with a town in New Zealand 
was investigated in 1938, following the inclusion of a New Zealand produce stall at the 
church fete. This was not pursued…


• Dartford Carnival Queen - the Council were asked to send in Fawkham’s nomination 
in 1939 - “Candidates must be single, and from 17 to 25 years of age”.




• In 1949 the Preliminary County Outline Plan was received from the Kent Planning Dept 
which showed the character and size of urban communities. It was sent “for approval 
or criticism so that the views, hopes, and wishes of parish councillors could be 
obtained regarding future planning”. This continues today in the form of the Local Plan 
prepared by each District Council.


• The cost of election charges was discussed in July 1949, when the some of £19.1.2 
was demanded by the Rural District Council for Parish Council Elections. It was agreed 
to put on record that this “is a very heavy charge for an election in so small a parish”. In 
2019, it was noted that, if a contested election had been required for the Parish 
Council, a charge of £7,500 would have been incurred.


• In 1950, Parish boundaries were altered and included transferring to Fawkham areas 
around Fawkham Green, Sun Hill and Brands Hatch from Farningham, and other areas 
around Fawkham Green, Brands Hatch and Rogers Wood Road from Kingsdown. 
Hillside Cottages (at the northern end of Valley Road) were transferred to Longfield 
[these returned to Fawkham in the late 1987 when the boundary with Longfield was set 
as the railway line].


• In 1952 it was agreed to install a Fawkham name sign “at the Longfield boundary of this 
village.”


• In 1953, it was noted that under the new plan, Hartley and Longfield would increase 
their population by 200%. In Fawkham no organised development was planned except 
sewerage in “about 20 years time". A letter was written to Dartford Council “urging that 
the triangle on which the church stands should remain unbuilt for ever” and that “the 
rural status of Fawkham…should be rigidly maintained”.


• An annual bonfire was lit on November 5th on the village green, although there were 
concerns expressed about the burnt grass left behind in 1953. The annual bonfire was 
discontinued in 1962 on Police advice as the site was deemed to be unsuitable owing 
to the risk to surrounding properties. It was felt it “would be difficult [for the Council] to 
be responsible in these days when youths are inclined to get out of hand”. 


• In 1963 the PC opposed the plan to build a new village between Ash and Hartley. The 
grounds for opposition were:

• Completely inconsistent with the existing planning policy

• Public services are inadequate

• Public transport - ie train services - is already overloaded


    This went to appeal in 1964, and New Ash Green was subsequently developed in 1967.


• It was reported that Fawkham Parish was in danger of being amalgamated with some 
larger villages. It was agreed that this should be strongly opposed.


• “There seems to be some environmental disturbance due to swill boiling at the piggery 
on Castle Hill. After some discussion it was suggested that prayers should be said for a 
change in wind direction.” [September 1983]


• “A milk float went into the pond near the bottom of Scudders Hill. The milk, bread etc 
has not yet been removed.” [January 1985]




• “The meeting of 22nd October was cancelled due to lack of electricity”. This was the 
result of the hurricane of 16th October 1987.


• The village’s Post Office closed in spring 2002. A Post Office operated from the Rising 
Sun Inn during 2005.
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